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Thank you to those parents who attended our information session on January 27, 2016, about the current status 

of our Algebra 2/Trigonometry courses at Somers High School.  We are also grateful for Ms. Gallucci’s and 

Mr. Fleck’s presence at the meeting to answer questions and provide additional information.   

 

As you know, our district has made the decision to move away from the requirement that all students take the 

Regents exam for Algebra 2 Trigonometry (typically the 3rd in a sequence of three core high school level 

mathematics courses).  The reason for this decision was to structure a more viable curriculum for our students.  

We are confident that our local curriculum, based on both existing and common core standards, will provide 

rigor along with the ability to build deep understanding of mathematical concepts in this subject area.   

 

Our local courses, either Algebra 2/Trig or Algebra 2/Trig H (Honors), are fully mapped and can be viewed on 

our ATLAS Curriculum Map site:   

https://somersk12-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum. 

 

Here’s what you need to know: 

All students enrolled in Algebra 2/Trig or Algebra 2/Trig H will take a local collaboratively developed, Somers 

High School final exam which will be counted as part of their final grade. 

 

Students need only to pass five required Regents examinations and complete additional course credit 

requirements to earn a New York State Regents diploma. 

 

This diploma will be awarded with Honors if the student’s Regents examination score average is 90% or better.   

 

Students who wish to receive a Regents diploma with Advanced Designation (a personal choice but not a 

designation which carries much weight) must pass three additional Regents examinations – two in Mathematics 

(besides Algebra, it would be Geometry and Algebra 2) and one additional Science (for our students, since their 

first Science Regents is typically Earth Science, they would need to pass the Living Environment Regents). 

 

As per New York State Education Department guidelines for the June 2016, August 2016 and January 2017 

administrations only, students may take, in addition to the Common Core Algebra 2 Regents, the Algebra 

2/Trigonometry Regents which is aligned to the 2005 Learning Standards.  The higher passing score can then 

serve to meet requirements for a Regents Diploma with advanced designation.   

 

There is no restriction regarding this stipulation.  Both exams will be offered during the testing periods noted 

above and any student enrolled in an Algebra 2/Trig course may elect to take one (the Common Core only) or 

both examinations.  The CC Algebra 2 Regents will be given on Wednesday, June 1, 2016 at 9:15 AM.  The 

Algebra 2/Trigonometry (2005 standards) Regents will be given on Friday, June 17, 2016 at 9:15 AM.  Students 

may sit for the second exam ONLY if they have taken the CC Algebra 2 exam.     

 

https://somersk12-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum
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See:  http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/1215brca5.pdf  

 

Since we will not be requiring the CC Algebra 2 Regents exam for all students, we have structured a curriculum 

that does not include every topic that could be included in that exam.  Therefore, if a student wishes to take the 

CC Algebra 2 exam (for Advanced Designation) we will provide additional support with: 

 A course guide, links to demonstration videos, study and practice materials in a OneNote notebook 

 Additional study sessions – after school – schedule to be determined 

 Access to the ALEKS online computer adaptive program for students’ independent practice of 

additional topics – with support from teachers as needed.  

Students may see their own or another mathematics teacher at the high school for after school help at any time. 

Additional options for students seeking a Regents diploma with advanced designation – which can be 

accomplished in a student’s junior or senior year – are successful completion of one of the following: 

 SAT Subject Test – Level 2 Mathematics – scale score 550 or higher (this test is best taken after a pre-

calculus course.  Currently, there are only a few PreCalc topics which were not covered this past fall 

when we were covering PC material from the CC Algebra 2 curriculum.  These topics are piece-wise 

functions, parametric, polar coordinates, ellipses and hyperbolas.   Material for these topics are 

available in the CC Algebra 2 OneNote Notebook) 

 AP Calculus AB – Score 3 or above 

 AP Calculus BC – Score 3 or above 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s math teacher, guidance counselor, Mr. Bayer or me should 

you have any additional questions.    

 

Know that additional information will be coming from your child’s math teacher in the coming weeks. 

 

As always, thank you for working with us to provide the best for your children, our students. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

             
Mark Bayer    Julie Gherardi 

High School Principal    Assistant Superintendent for Learning 

 

 
 

http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/1215brca5.pdf

